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place in the sight of the whole division. A corporal of the
4th Chasseurs had in a drunken moment insulted his lieu-
tenant, and a lancer of the 6th, being savagely bitten by his
horse and unable to make it let go, had struck it in the
belly with a pair of shears, thereby killing .it. Both men
certainly deserved punishment, but only as a disciplinary
measure. General Exelmans by his own authority condemned
them to death, and having made the division mount to be
present at the execution, he drew them up on three sides of
a large hollow square, two pits being dug on the fourth side,
and the criminals placed in front of them. I had been riding
about all night, and returned to camp at that moment. On
seeing the melancholy preparations I had made sure that the
offenders had been duly tried. I soon found out that it was
not so: and on going up to a group formed by General
Exelmans, the two brigadiers, and all the colonels, I heard
M. Devance, of the 4th Chasseurs, and M. Perquib, of the
6th Lancers, entreating the general to pardon the two
offenders. Exelmans refused; walking up and down in front
of the troops while they were begging for clemency. I have
never been able to refrain from expressing my indignation at
the sight of an act which seems to me unjust. I may have
been wrong, but addressing Colonels Devance and Perquit, I
told them that they were lowering their dignity by permitting
men of their regiments to be marched through the camp as
criminals without having been tried. I added,' The Emperor
has granted power of life and death to no one, and has
reserved that of pardoning to himself.' On seeing the effect
produced by my outbreak, General Exelmans was moved,
and called out that he forgave the chasseur, but that the
lancer would be shot. That is to say, he pardoned the
soldier who had insulted his lieutenant and meant to execute
the man who had killed a horse.

To put the poor fellow to death, two sergeants were
called for from each regiment; but as sergeants have no
carbines, they had to take those belonging to some of the
men. When the order reached me I made no answer to my
adjutant, so no man of the 23rd presented himself to take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